
 

 

 

  

 

 

           KINGSTON NEWS 
           “Looking After Your Interests” 

 

 

Kingston Parish Council Newsletter                                               Issue 39, November 2025 

 

 Message from      

 the Chairman 
 

 

Dear Resident,  
 

Welcome to our November newsletter. 
 

You may recall we recently carried out a 

survey on introducing a speed limit of 30 

mph along Kingston Lane. Thank you to 

all those who responded.  You can see a 

summary of the results and the latest 

actions agreed by Council, overleaf. 
 

You are very welcome to attend this year’s 

Remembrance Sunday Service at 

Kingston War Memorial that will begin 

at ll.45 am on 2 November - full timings 

are shown on this page.  
 

As usual we will be setting our Budget for 

next year at the January meeting of Council 

and would be interested to hear your ideas 

for any potential projects you would like us 

to consider for inclusion in the Budget.  

Please send your ideas to the Clerk by 6th 

January 2026. 
 

This is probably our last newsletter for  

2025, so I take the opportunity to send our 

best wishes to you for Christmas and the 

New Year. 
 

Cllr Roger Wetherell 

Chairman Kingston Parish Council 
 

 

     

 
 

Meetings of Full Council, the Planning Committee and Finance 

Committee will be held on Monday, 17th November, 2025 

commencing at 7pm in the hall of Our Lady Star of the Sea, 

Vermont Drive, East Preston, BN16 1JU. Please visit our 

website https://kingston-wsx-pc.gov.uk/ to see the agenda 

(available 3 days prior to the meetings). 
 

 

 

 

 
 

     9 NOVEMBER  2025 

                            

                          Information from the Royal British Legion  
  

                             Arrangements for this year are: 
 

  9.45 am Remembrance Service in St Mary’s Church 

10.15 am Church Service ends and Remembrance Parade forms  

                 up outside of the Church 

10.40 am (at the latest) Parade leaves and marches to the East     

                 Preston War Memorial, The Street, East Preston 

11.00 am  2 Minutes Silence and Wreath laying at the East  

                     Preston War Memorial  

11.45 am  Remembrance Service at the Kingston War  

                  Memorial, Sea Lane, Kingston 
 

12 noon    2 Minutes Silence and Wreath laying at the 

                  Kingston War Memorial 
 

Residents and other members of the public are welcome to 

attend the Remembrance Service.           
 
 

Please note that a section of Sea Lane will be closed between 

11.30 am to 12.30 pm whilst the Kingston War Memorial 

service is in progress. 
 

West Kingston Residents Association have kindly agreed that 

the gate at the east end of Coastal Road will be opened for this 

period to allow access to and from Kingston Gorse, but have 

said ‘this is on the on the strict understanding that the current 

25mph speed limit will be observed scrupulously. Speeding by 

residents and contractors was a significant problem the last time 

that the gate was opened due to roadworks on Kingston Lane.  

Speeds will be monitored, and in the event of any vehicles 

noted to be speeding, WKRA may not allow this privilege in 

the future.’ 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The application process for children to 

start in reception at infant and junior 

schools in September 2026, ends on 15 

January 2026.  
 

For more information, and to apply online 

go to: www.westsussex.gov.uk/admissions  
 

 

Date of next Council Meetings 

Remembrance Sunday 

School Admissions 2026 



 

 KINGSTON LANE - SPEED LIMIT 

 Thank you to all those who completed the survey to give your views on whether we should seek to reduce the 

speed limit in Kingston Lane to 30 mph. The results were considered at the September meeting of Council and 

after taking into account the in favour vote of 60% and comments received, it was agreed to explore this further 

and the Clerk would complete a formal request to West Sussex County Council for the speed limit change to 

be considered.  As part of this, County would carry out its own assessment and if it is progressed draw up a 

scheme (including positioning of any signage) that would then be subject to a public consultation.  The Council 

would also keep under review whether the safety benefits of the scheme outweigh any of the concerns raised 

by residents based on details of the scheme. The Clerk will also contact our County Councillor to ask for his 

support for the application to County so that the speed limit can be explored. Information on the survey: 
   

 

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM THE SURVEY: 

Concerns/suggestions raised ‘against’   Concerns ‘for’ (+ Council comment where stated) 

-Not enforceable 

-Could we have a digital display with the smiley 

face (SID) and recommended speed limit 

Council: introducing a 30 mph limit allows enforcement 

options including using a Community Speed Watch 

scheme and using a mobile ‘SID’  
 

-increase visibility at the corners  

-a lay-by to enable large vehicles to pass 

-introduce a footpath along the field edges 

Council: Hedges and fields alongside the Lane are 

privately owned. Drainage ditches also make widening 

the Lane very difficult. 
 

-Not necessary  

-Money could be better spent on repairs  

Council: Costs to be discussed with County - we 

already have ‘CIL’ money available from small new 

developments to improve infrastructure (not repairs). 

-this is a road, not a path for walkers 

-don’t agree with encouraging more walking and 

cycling as there is no path and at 30mph going 

round the bends confronted by groups of walkers 

remains a hazard 

- unnecessary change - good safety record  

-a reduced speed limit will only make using this lane 

safer. Don’t wait for something to happen and then make 

the change, when it will be too late. 

-I regularly walk along the Lane and have noticed that 

the number of vehicles seems to be increasing 

-30 mph along Kingston lane would make it 100% safer 

(yes I have had an accident along it) 
 

-Signage visually intrusive and detrimental to rural 

character 

-a few 30 signs will not detract from the charm of 

Kingston Lane…. it would make it more peaceful!  

Council: 30 mph roundels would be fitted on existing 

posts for bend signs etc. It is hoped that only 1 or 2 

extra posts would be needed subject to County’s design 
 

-speed limit will change the status of the lane from 

rural to urban and signs will take away character 

-unnecessary urbanisation will enable developers 

to argue the area is suitable for development 

Council: we asked a planning consultant’s opinion (free 

via the West Sussex Association of Local Councils that 

we belong to) – See below: 

 
 

Planning Consultants opinion: 

I can't see how a reduction in the speed limit would itself make any difference to the perception of Kingston 

Lane as a road with an essentially rural character serving an essentially rural part of your parish - and 

certainly not in planning terms. Slower speeds don't suddenly make the road/area more urban if nothing 

about the context, use or visual appearance has changed (apart from a couple of necessary signs). It's a matter 

of opinion as to whether the signs themselves are 'urbanising' but I'd suggest that many rural areas have 30 or 

40mph limits adjacent to settlements with repeater boards without any impact.  Street lights and white lining 

might be a very different matter but you're not proposing those and it doesn't follow that these will be 

required from changing the speed limit.   There is perhaps a point in that it might be easier to achieve a site 

access on to a road with a lower speed limit rather than a higher one  - if the sight lines and visibility splays 

required are easier to achieve as a result.  In that sense a lowering the speed limit now might conceivably be 

of assistance to a development proposal because getting a speed limit changed just to facilitate a planning 

proposal is difficult.   The chance that this would be the only difference between a major development 

proposal being acceptable or unacceptable in planning terms seems fairly remote but it's not completely 

implausible. Something for you to think about and weigh up against road safety concerns. 
 

 



   SPEED LIMIT SURVEY – Analysis  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SUSSEX RESILIENCE CAMPAIGN  LITTER PICKING GROUP 
 
 

Advice from the Campaign group: 
 

Storms and cold snaps can disrupt power, water 

and other services. While these situations are rare, 

taking 3 simple steps now will help you be ready: 
 
 

1. Join the Priority Services Register - If you’re 

over 60, have health care needs, young children, or 

rely on medical equipment - you should be eligible 

for support during a power or water outage 
 

2. Pack a “just in case” bag - Having a few  

essentials to hand makes all the difference.   

3. Know who you can call - Write down key 

numbers for services , GP, and neighbours - and 

keep them with your bag of essentials. 
 

 Visit www.sussex.police.uk/be-ready to find out 

more details about this advice 

 
 

From Cllr Richard Andrew:  
 
 

I am still hoping to set up a Volunteer Litter Picking 

Group to improve Kingston Lane and keep it clear of 

litter. This would operate independently of Council but 

would be eligible to apply for grants for equipment and 

protective clothing. 
  
I had a positive response to my appeal for volunteers 

last year but still need more volunteers before the litter 

pick can be organised – many hands make light work! 
 

If you are interested, please do email me for more 

information; or if you previously contacted me, please 

do get back in touch using this new dedicated email 

address: kingstonpick@outlook.com 
 

I hope to hear from you.  Regards   Richard Andrew 
 

  

mailto:kingstonpick@outlook.com


 

POLICING  WINTER RESILIENCE PLAN 

Crime Statistics – PCSO Raju sends regular updates 

to our Parish Council meetings. At our September 

meeting he reported that crime rate continues to be 

low in Kingston and that over the previous 2 months 

only 2 incidents had been reported. 
 
 

Contact details for Sussex Police for matters not 

requiring an urgent response are:  

- Report online at https://www.sussex.police.uk 

- Telephone: 101 (the non-emergency number) 

- To report anti-social driving or abandoned vehicles 

go to https://www.operationcrackdown.org/ 

In an emergency always call 999 
 

Consider signing up to: 

- Receive email alerts and updates from Sussex 

Police go to https://www.sussexalerts.co.uk/ 

- Keep in touch with Neighbourhood Watch go to 

https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/sussex 
 
 

 

The Plan for 2025/6 has been agreed with County -  

See https://kingston-wsx-pc.gov.uk/kingston-parish-

council/policies-and-procedures/.  The Plan mainly 

covers actions relating to Kingston Lane (the only 

public highway in Kingston) but has useful links to 

advice on snow clearance and preparing for winter.  

We would appreciate regular volunteers coming 

forward to help with spreading salt when the weather 

is cold to pre-empt overnight ice on the sharp bends 

along Kingston Lane. (contact the Clerk - see below).   
 

EMERGENCY PLAN 
 

We are also reviewing our Emergency Plan and are 

appealing for volunteers to act as ‘wardens’ during  

any declared emergency.  They would be the main 

contact for an agreed local area - the ‘eyes and ears’ 

who would help co-ordinate local needs by passing 

information on to the Emergency Control Centre. 
 

COUNCILLORS - Contact details as at 1 November 2025 – 5 Members (2 Vacancies) 

Cllr Roger Wetherell (Chairman) Newcote Farm, Kingston Lane BN16 1RP       01903 787205 

Cllr Richard Andrew (Vice-Chairman) Kingston Manor, Kingston Lane, BN16 1RR    01903 772790 

Cllr Keith Buckenham  Wood End, Peak Lane BN16 1RN                   073 991 947 46 

Cllr Dave Marr 
Sandy Lodge, Gorse Avenue BN16 1SF       Cllr.Marr@kingston- 

                                                                              wsx-pc.gov.uk 

Cllr Valerie Masson    Windy Corner, Gorse Avenue BN16 1SQ         01903 786139 

VACANCIES FOR COUNCILLORS  –  to be filled by Co-option 

 

In May we advertised 2 vacancies for councillors and we are delighted to say that 2 candidates have come 

forward and will be considered for co-option at the November Meeting of Council.   

If you too would like to help the community, and are interested in joining the Parish Council in the future if a 

vacancy occurs please do contact the Clerk for more information - email: clerk@kingston-wsx-pc.gov.uk - 

or go to our website: https:// kingston-wsx-pc.gov.uk/media/16528/becoming-a-cllr-info.pdf 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 

All residents are welcome to attend meetings of the Council and its Committees when there is an opportunity 

to make representations and ask questions on matters relating to the Council business on the Agenda.   

VENUE - We usually meet in the hall of Our Lady Star of the Sea, Vermont Drive, East Preston, BN16 
1JU with meetings commencing at 7 pm.  Please do check agenda to confirm the venue and times by 

using our website https://kingston-wsx-pc.gov.uk/ or viewing our noticeboards.   

DATE – The next meeting date is Monday 17th November, commencing at 7pm 
 

CONTACT the COUNCIL 
 

Clerk to the Council: Mrs Val Knight, 33 The Ridings, East Preston, West Sussex BN16 2TW 

e-mail: clerk@kingston-wsx-pc.gov.uk  Tel: 01903 771922  Website: https://kingston-wsx-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

Sign up to receive our information e-mails by e-mailing the Clerk. 

See our noticeboards located in Gorse Avenue and Coastal Road.  

Agenda for meetings can be viewed 3 days prior to the meetings or on our website. 
 

 

https://www.sussexalerts.co.uk/

